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ECCLES. Xl. 9. 


— But know that for all theſe things God will bring 
thee to Fudgment. 
Rejoyce O young man, — &C. | 


Many HE great and gereral deſign of the Miniſtry 
> F and preaching of the Goſpel, is to bring men to 


Chriſtianity ; not inthe outward profeſrox, but | 
< >&# in che true ſpirit and power thereof to the end 

they may be juſtificd and ſangitied , and finally ſaved 
through Chriſt for ever, if 
The particular defign of this 
humble our ſelves under the mighty hand of God, in Con 

I1deration of his F#dgments, cſpecially that late one in con- 
ſuming with Fire the Ancient and noble Merrepolis of this 
Nation z aud to endeavour to appeaſe the wrath of God 
gone out againlt us. 
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| pelled to come in, (driven to Chriſtianity) that he may be 
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To compaſs both theſe deſigns (whereof the later is ſubor- 
dinate to the ſormer) 1 know no better expedient, than to 
reaſon a while upon that important argument ſuggeſted in 
the Text, 

Who can think upon the Conflazration of our late Glo- 
rious City, and not call to mindthe great and terrible day of 
Judgment ? 

Who can think ſcriouſly of Fudgment, and not be com- 


ſaved fromthe wrathto come ? 

The great Inftruttor and Example of Chriſtian Preach- 
ers (he who ſaith of himſelf,that Chriſt ſent him to preach, 
and not to baptize) found no means ſo powerful to perſwade 
men to Chriſtianity, as to reaſon. upon this argument ; as 
firſt to lay before them the terror of Judgment, and then 
(whilſt that-was warm upon their hearts) ro make them a 
tender of the Geſpel.This isthe great advantage and uſe the 
Apoſtle makes of the Dot#rine of the Text, © We mnſt all 
appear (ſaith he ) before the Fudgment-ſeat if Chriſt, - Know- 
ing therefore the terror of the Lord, we perſwade men. 

Upon theſe Conſiderations | ſhall hope tor the pardon of 
this Noble Auditory, if (without affe&tation of Science) 
I ſhall, in a pradical and familiar way of reaſoning endea- 
-vour to imitate our Apoſtle in this particular. 

If in the mean time it will be trkſome and unpleaſant 
to hear of the Fudgement to come, we ſhall do well to 


conſider what it will be to wndergo it ; we ſhall do well 
to reflect upon our Souls, and ſearch out the grownd of 
this averſneſs ; Is it becaule we do wer believe a Judg- 
ment to come ? or that we our ſelves ſhall be brought to 
Judgment ? Is it becauſe we never conſider, Who it u before 
whom we muſt appear ? or ,what things will be charged on our 
own account ? Is it becauſe we are ſo far gone inour arrears 
that it is to 0 purpoſe to call theſe things into our re- 
mgmbrance ? — What ever it be, we may perhaps hear of 
that which may meer with and remove the prejwdice and 
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Impoſture that is upon us. 1t & neither our Negligence nor 
Infidelity that will make weid the Truth of Grd Whether 
we will bear, or Whether we will forbear,the Words which 
l have read remain firm and analterable, and they clearly 
contain theſe Propoſitions : 

I. There & 4 Judgment to come. 

2, Thou (halt be brought to Judgment. 

3, God will bring thee to Judgment, * 

4. God will bring thee tro Judgment for theſe things , 
the ways of thy heart, &c, | 

5, God will bring thee to Judgment for Althele things. 

6, All this is certain and evident; for it is not think, or 
believe : But — Know that for all theſe things God will 
bring thee to Judgment, 

I. Firſt, then There is 4 Fudgment to come. This is no 
Politik invention found out to fright thee from thy plea- 
ſures, thisis no Engine of State deviſed to keep you in a 
ſubordination to your Brethren ; this is no vain Thunder 
or fooliſh fire, to affright you into a blind obedience, but 
it is the Texsr of the Scriptnre of the woyee of God, King 
Agrippa belitveſt thou the Prophets ? 1 know that thou be- 
lieveſt, (ſaith St. Paul), Brethren do we believe the Secri- 
ptures ? I hope we do believe them, this we do all profeſs 
to believe, ſo ofren as we repeat our Creed; and I hope 
the diſſolution of our times has wet yet ſbatter'd that foun- 
dation of our faith, the ground work of our hopes, even the 
Salvation of our ſouls, Surely there are rewards for mew ; 
doubileſs there is a God which jwdgeth the earth, Whatthough 
the foundations of the world be out of courſe, the pillar of 
Faith remains unihgken ; the Rod of the ungodly ſhall »or 
for ever reſt upon the back of the righteous : 1 defire to 
make a little uſe of your faith for that which anon will be 
obrained from your reaſov, There & « Judgment to come, 
it's as ſure as death, nay farr ſure 3 they (hall be judged 
which ſhall not dyc, they have been judged which conld wes 
dye : the oneatthe end, the other at the beginning of che 
world, B 2 There 
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There is a Particular and a General Judgment 3 the one 
at the difloſution of the leſſer , the other of the greater 
world; the one at the hour of death, the other at the day 
of Judgment, A Judgment 1 ſay, a trict examination , 
an exact account, a ſevere ſentence 3 words which make 
no thundring noile, or tragical ſound, and ſo they may 
paſs our hardned hearts without any motion; Wherefore 
let us judge of the tenor and moment of them by their ante- 
cedent ſ1gns, 

Before one of them, the cvil days come : The other is 
called the evil day. Before one, Solomon tells us, that the 
Sun, and the Mcon, and the Light, and the Starrs ſhall 
be darkned, Before the other, a greater than Solomon tells 
us, that the Sun ſhall be turned into Darkneſs, and the 
Moon into Bloud, and the Starrs ſhall fall from Heaven, 
Before one, the Keepers of the Houſe ſhall tremble, and the 
Strong men bow thcmſclves 3 Before ihe other, the Moun- 
tains thall quake, and the Powers of Heaven ſhall be 
ſhaken : Before one, we ſhall riſc at the voyce of the Bird ; 
Before the other, at the ſound of the Trumpet, Before one, 
the filver Cord fhall be looſed, and the golden Bowl 
broken, and the Pitcher broken at the Fountain, and the 
wheel broken at the Ciltern: Brfore rhe other the (ilver Lone 
of the ccliptick, and the golden Globe of the Sun,the Orbs, 
and the Vortices ſhall be confounded, (the wheel within a 
wheel )rhe Heavens (hall be rivel'd as a ſcrowl of Parchment, 
| and the Earth and the Elements ſhall melt away with fer- 
vent heat. 1n the one, the duſt ſhall return to the earth as it 
| was, and the ſpirit to God that gave it: Ar the othey, the 
duſt ſhall return from the carth to be as it was,and the ſpirit 
from God that gave it. 

Corve now and let ws reaſon together, 

Arc all theſe the fore-runners and ſymptomes of ap- 
proaching Fudgment ? then why art thou ſo drowſie O my 
carcleſs ſoul, and why art thou ſo {ccure within me ? 
What ſtrange Lethargy hath ſeiſed on thee, Awake wy 

that 
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that ſeepeſt, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light, The time of | 
thy diſſolution is a coming, and after death, the Judgment, 
| Retire therefore a while into thy ſelf, and commune with 
[thy heart : Enter thou into thy Cloſet, and fbat thy Door up- 
on thee: Let ws examine our (elves before we come to that 
ſtrict Examen: Let us make a Fudgment of our expeRa- 
tion before we come to Fadgment, Do we believe a Judg- 
| ment will come > Then how are we provided againſt that 
Day > Are our accounts ready > Art thou able to ſtand in 
Judgment > Shalt thou be clear when thou art judged 2 


When Paul reaſoned before Felix concerning the Judgment | 


to come, Felix trembled ; and becauſe it was an unplea- 
ſant argument, he put him off to another time. 

There is no doubt bur our treacherous hearts would | 
gladly put off theſe Conſiderations, and deferr them to a | 
more convenient ſeaſon, Nay ! but there is no time {o 
convenient asthe preſent, when we are wrought into ſome | 
apprehenſion of 7 no Ing If we ſtay till our preſent 
thoughts are over, we ſhall again be brought to /oſe the | 
apprehenſion (to forget the import and moment ) of the 
Judgwent ; we (hall come again to hear the Name there- 
of, and to negle& it as an idle Noiſe, and empty Sound. 

Let us therefore not negle& this opportunity z Let us 
ſearch our ſelves to the bottom; Let us make a diſcovery 
of our finsl Reſolution, and ſecrer Reſerves in reference to 
Tudgment, We profeſs openly to believe that Chriſt ſhall 
come with Glory , to judge both the 2yick and Dead ; | 
What are our #mward thoughts in that particular > and | 
how are we provided againſt the Day of Judgment, | 

There is a Fudement to come, that Fudgment terrible, 
the Examination ſtrict, the Condemnation inſupportable, 
land moſt of us utterly wnprovided yet for all this, it's poſ- 
ſible it may be avoyded. All theſe things are true in Judg- 
ments here below, and we ſee the proof of them at every 
Aſcizes ; yet all Offenders are not brought to Judgment, 
but many Thicves and Murdcrers eſcape it : It —_— 
thus 
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thus in the Judgment to come z 'tis poſſible it may be a- 
voidable. 

A miſerable hope, if this be all ; for Thow ſhalt be brought 
to Judgement : Thar's the ſecond Propoition. 

And it contains the Univerſality or Particularity of the 
Judgment, (which you pleaſe: ) thou, and every man ; 
fingali generum, & genera ſingulorum , all ſorts of men, 
and every man of every ſort, from Him that fitteth on the 
Throne, to Her that grindeth in the Mill : For we muſt all 
appear before the Fudgment-ſear of Chriſt,  1t is appointed 

or all men once 10 die, and after death the Fudgment. Death 
ſhall deliver up our Souls to the firſt, and death ſhall deli- 
ver up our Boates to the ſecond Judgment. The Grave 
ſhall deliver up her ſpoils,andthe bodies of all men vewenr- 
ed of Beaſts, conſumed of Fire, (wallowed by the Sea, ſcat- 
tered to the four Winds, in a moment, in the twinckling of 
an eye, ſhall be brought to Judgment, 

And here ſhall I bewaile the infirmity, or inveizh againſt 
the negligence of us Men, that ſuffer our ſelves tobe hur- 
ried headlong by the power of our imaginations again(trhe 
ſtriving ofour Confciences; that ſuffer our Sexes to carry 
away the crown from our Knderftanding, and give over our 
(elves to the impetuous ſtream of our paſſions : That when 
we have a full information, a compleat judgment, a clear 
dictate of conſcience, we will ſuffer «ll theſe to be overborn 
in us by the 1dola Specs, ribiis, fc, which are brought 
into our imaginations, Thar having clear and evident Prin- 
ciples, we can yet doubt of their immediate conſequtnces ; 
or whileſt we profeſs an #niverſal truth, never deſcend to 
think of the particulars. 

We know there is a vaſt difference between the things 
preſent, and thoſe to come 3 and yet we form our thoughts 
of thoſe, according to the analogy of theſe, deluding our 
ſelves with idle and ehHdiſh imaginations, God keeps (1- 
lence 3 we think he is ſuch a one as we: Yengeance is not 
{ preſently executed, we ſet our hearts to do wickedly. We 
profels 
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profeſs that all men muſt die, and come to judgment ; yet 
'we do not really believe that we our ſclves ſhall die, and | 
'come to judgment: The is the fountain of our miſery, 
and the original of our ſpiritual miſcarriages : the diſcovery | 
| of the cauſes and remedy whereof, lies deep in the Philoſo- 
'phy concerning Humane Nature ;.bue the thing it ſelf is of 
'cvery days obſervation : we may recount it in theſe authen-| 
tical examples, David knew full well what belong'd to 
| Marder and Adultery, and what himſelf had done in the | 


' matter of Uriah ; yet he cried net out that he had ſinned,till 
Nathan had charged him, Thow art the man, 
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Ahab undoubcedly had read the Law of Meſes, and brew | 
the guilt of Murder and Oppreſi:on 5 P he goes on trium- 
' phantly, he kil/s, and alſo rakes poſſeſlion : but when Elijah 
charges him home, 1n the field of Fezreel ſhall Dogs lick 
' thy blood, even thine, then he cries out, Haſt thow found me, 
0 mine enemy? {1 King, 21.) and having applyed things to 
his particular, he Rent his cloaths, and put on ſackcloth, he 
faſted, and lay in ſackcloth, and went ſoftly, 
| Once more ! *Tis likely Belſhazz er had a general Judg- 
ment, and an univerſal Maxime in his mind, That it was 
unlawful to ſpoil the Houſe of God, to plunder thoſe things 
which were dedicated to the Lord, and to debaxch in the 
Bowles of the Temple, and probably he had ſeen the hand- 
writing of the book of God to that purpoſe: yet all this 
does net reſtrain him : But when the Fingers write upon 
.the Wall, Mene, Mene, &c, thou art weighed, &c. then 
his comntenance was changed , and his thoughts troubled 
him, the joynts of his loyns were looſcd, and his knees 
{mote one againſt another, This then is the Office of this 
ſecond Propoſition, it charges us home, ir lays down the 
Univerſal, and it brings it down to the P articular, 

Thou ſhalt be brought 10 Fudgment, Thy Judgment is 
unavoidable, 

O bur then thy Evaſion is croſſed, O my ſtupid Soul ! 
Thou art ſpoyled of thy frivolous grownd of hepe : Thou 
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ſhalt ſurely be cited, and thou muſt appcar, if thou refuſe 
'tro come thou ſhalt be bronght to Judgment, Return then 
again into thy ſelf, and take a review of thy condition 


'thou ſhalt nor be condemned ? when the Officers have baled 


what will the ifue be of that Judgment to which thou 
muſt be brought > What hopes arc now remaining that 


thee before the Fudge, that thou be ot delivered to the 
Executtoners, 

If thou art called to Examination, Canſt thou elude thy 
Fudze by thy wily Anſwers? or Canſt thou b-ffe or ſub- 
orn the Witnefies ? Canſt thou work off thy Fury not to 
find the Verdi& > or bribe the Fudge to favour thee inthy 
Doom > Canlt thou withdraw him from the Rigour of 
Juſtice by the mediation of thy friends, or melt him into 
compaſſion by the loudnels of thy cries, the ſadneſs of thy 
lamentation > Canſt thou procure a Rewverſion or Reprieve 
of thy ſentence, or appeal from thy Judge unto another ? 
Cant thou make an eſcape from thine Executioner ? Or 
laſtly. Canſt thou ſtoutly endure the ſentence of Condem:- 
nation > Theſe arc the hopes of men here broughtto Judg- 
ment , and why may nor ſome of them be mine > No, 
thou knoweſt O treacherous heart all theſe to be fond 
impoſhibilities, dreams, and ſuggeſtions of a childiſh fancy ; 


If once tbs day be over, and that time come, thy hopes 
arc barely theſe , that Omniſcience and Wiſdom it (clf 
| may be deluded by ſtupidity, that Omniporence and Power 
it ſclf may be evaded by poor contemptible infirmity, that 
| ScvErity and Fuſtice it ſc]t may be perverted by iniquity ; 
 aY this is evident by that which follows : For we muſt all 
appear before the Tudgment-ſeat of Chriſt, ; 
| God will brtag thee to Fudgment, 

| And here weare concerned to raiſe our thoughts, and 
employ the utmoſt of our attention, leſt by the prejudice 
' which our 74leneſs hath brought upon us, we treaſure up 
wrath to our {clves againſt that day of Judgment. 'Tis 
true, we daily hear of God, and receive the names of his 
Artributes 


em 
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Attributes into our ears, but we paſs over his Name as if 
he were like to ws, and never beſtow ſo much labour as to 
attain to a conſiderable netion of thoſe names, O that the 
God of Heaven would afford us here ſome glimoſe of him- 


ſelf; That he would z/uftrate ws with ſome bram of his 
Majeſty 5 That he would be pleaſed to wilt every unprovi- | 
ded ſoul, and inſ6nware into ita full and clar apprebenſion of 
this Propoſition —— God will &c | 
But how ſhall we exdere to ſee his face ? Nv» man can! 
ſee my face and live, (Exod. 33.) if the Iſraelites durſt | 
not hear him proclaim the Law, how ſhall we endure to 
hear him denounce the Judgment ? If the Angels veil their | 
faces, not able to behold his Excellency, how tha!' we be | 
affefted with his terrers ? If the Chorubims arc opp" (ſed | 
with the ſight ofhis glory, what ſhall we be with the ſenſe 
of his fury > If we find our (elves confonnded an: (wal. 
lowed upinto inextricable Labyriaths, when we (et our 
ſelves ro conſider of his immanent Attributes, of hits eter- | 
nal duraticn, his unbounded Eſſence , his nnconfined Pre- 
ſence : With what diſpoſition can we entertain the 4,707 
of his Fudgment, the ſearch of his Omniſctence, the LY | 
of his Omnipotence 2 Ifthe beſt and choicelt of the 54s | 
cf God, have been afraid and trembled ar the thoughts of | 
Judgment, if they have been ſurpriſed with horror and | 
confuſion at the meer imagination" of that Dreadtul voyce, | 
Ariſe and come to Judgment, what (hall the worſt and molt | 
obaurate (inners, when they ſhall be {ripe of this cloud of 
fleſh and error, and cired before tlic great tribunal, there | 
to render an account of our Creation, Preſervation, and 
Redemption ? 4 
What fear, what horror, what 470ny will poſſeſs thee © 
{inful ſoul, when thou ſhalt be brought into a perfect? ap- 
prehenſion of thy Fudge, and of thy ſelf, and he thall te- 
Zin to order out before thee the things which he hath 
done 3 when the whole Trinity ſhall begin to unfold its | 
:ommon work, and that ſacred Pcrſon bli{ſed tor ever, up- | 
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on whole ſhoulders the Judgment is laid, (hall unfold to 
thee his pecrliar, and thou muſt render aſevere account of 
thy returns ? 

When the myſtery of thy Creati*n ſhall be «nvciled 
to thee : When thou ſhalt appreberd throughly,whar it is 
to have been fetcht out of the dark and barren ſhade of an 
| etcrnal privation to be put in a capacity of glory, When 
| he ſhall reccunt to thee the proceedings of his handy work, 
the merhod of thy making, the ſeveral articles and grada- 
tions of his Providence in the formation and information 
of thee. How ar firſt he powred thee out like milk, and 
crudled lice like cheeſe; How he ſp»n outthine arteries and 
veins, and whilſt thou wert yet in thy blewd, he ſaid unto 
thee, live : How he guarded thee with muſcles, and 
| ſtrengthned thee with ſrnews, and propt thee with bones, 
| and covered thee with kin, furnifhed thee with organs , 
endowed them with ſenſes , inveſted thee with reaſon , 
crowned thee with freedom, enlightned thee with prirnc- 
| ples of Science and Conſcience, bounded thee by his Pre- 
| ceps, encouraged thee by his Promiſes, reſtrained thee by 
' is | 6s When he ſhall run-over the benefits of 
| thy dayly preſervation, and rigorouſly examine what thou 
( haſt done for him, 

When God the Sor ſhall diſplay to thee what he hath 
done and ſuffered tor thee, and ſhall ſer before thine cyes 
the great myſtery of thy Redemption ; When he ſhall 
bring thee to apprehend the price that he has paid, that 

ranſom which thou haſt not regarded: When it will nor be 

in t|'y pewer to paſs over theſe conſiderations as new thou 
; doſt ; but they ſhall be forced into the eſſential center of 
| thy Soul z When thou ſhalthave a clear ſight ofthe abaſe- 
ment of a God incarnate - When thou ſhalt know how to 
be moved at the- fight of a deſpiſed and an abuſed God- 
head. 

When he ſhall charge thee with the blewneſs of thoſe 
ſiripes , and the ghaſtlineſs of thoſe wounds which ny 
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haſt made : When he ſhall rehearſe to thee the miſcries of 
his /ife , and the circumſtances of his death + When he 
ſhall recount to thee the wound/ngs of the taunts and re- 
proaches, the ſmart of the whips, the terrcr of the agony, 
which made him ſwear great drops of bloud , the pricks 
of the shorns, the piercing of the nails, the launcing of 
the ſpear , and the ineffable horror of the derelition < 
when he cryed out in the bitterneſs of his foul, My God, 
my God , why haſt thou forſaken me ? And when he ſhall 
fiercely call upon thee, to «nſwer for the wownds that thou 
haſt made, to render him his blovd that thou haſt /p/lr, to 
account to him for that life which thou haſt bereft, ro ſhew 
him the fruit of all his paizs and ſufferings, to preſent 
him thy returns for all theſe benefits and favours ; then tel! 
me what thou wile anſwer O ſtupid ſoul > How art thou 
provided to reply 2 
Wil thou deny that he has done theſe things for thee ? 
or —_ fhew as much for him > Haſt thou returned 
him that 6e/ng which he hath given thee, and ſo been even 
with him in a form of words, though that come infinicely 
ſbort indeed ? Haſt thou ſacrificed thy (elf for his benefit, 
or abaſed thy (elf for his commodity > What wilt thou plcad 
when thou art called > The rime © coming, thy Judgment 
faing, thine account is unavoidable, thy Judge incx 
or able, 
Alas what could I have done for him > what profit could 
[ have browght him? if I ſhould have pined away in the 
exerciſe of Devotion, and been eaten up with zeal? If I 
ſhould have ſpent my ſubſtance in Burnt-Offerings , or 
Calves of a year old? It I thould have preſented him with 
thouſands of Rams, or ten thouſand Rivers of Oil, To what 
urpoſe then ſhould I endeawonr that, which 1 could mor 
45, performed> Why ſhould I tronble my felt with 
vain atremp's, and ſpend my ffrength about that, which 
| #ever could accompliſh, neither if | be righteous is he the 


better z nor if I be wickedis he the worſe : our goodneſs ex- 
C 2 tends 
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'ends not to him; if thou ſinneſt, what doſt thou again(l 
him 2 it thou be righteous, what receiveth he at thine hand ? 
Is this then the evaſion? I need no: ſtand to unfold the 
diſinzenuity , the ſtupor and madneſs of this evaſion, 
However though theſe things ſhall be #rged upon us, they 
are not all, theſe offcr themſelves in the conſideration of 
| the perſon of the Fudge, but arc nos all the matter of thy 
| Judgment, For 


IV, | Then ſhall be brought to Fademens for theſe things; 
| there is the matter of thy Judgment, 

W For all theſe things ;, there is the extent, Becauſe this 

latter adds only a Modallity tothe former, and 1 defire not 


to be over tedious, we will put theſe two together, 
| And now we are deſcended from thoſe leſs familiar 
| Conſiderations, to which we were forced to firein our 
; underſtandings inthe contemplation of our Fudge, into the 
' compaſs of our ewn ſphere, to the ſurvey of our ewn ope- 
| rations 3 we are come from the incomprehenſible ways of 
| God, tothe ways of our ewn hearts, Walk in the ways of thy 
| beart , &c, and, But know, &c, Inthe judgment of th life 
' men arc tryed by the works of their hands, or the words 
| of their mouths for theft or murder, for ſlander or Trea- 
; ſon men may be brought to Judgment, but thought is free, 
| he has lived well that has carried his crimes cloſe, the crafty 
| Polititian and the concealed Hipocrite eſcape: There the 
caſe is quite contrary, the Fudgment takes in primarily the 
\ways of the Heart, andthe words and ations as they pro- 

cced from them, Wherefore let us withdraw a ſpace into 
our {clves, and endeavour to were out the extent of that 
Propoſuton, For all the wayes of the hearts of men God will 
bring them to Fudement. 

How would it trouble us to reconnt and bring to memory 
cvcry thouglit but of ane only day> and how many diſor 
ders and i1rigularities ſhould we find in ſuch arcfleion ? 
Fow do our thoughts flore upon our brains, and we know 
neuher whence they come, nor what becomes of them? 
when 
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when they arc brokey in upon our minds we cannor bold 
them,and when they are gone from us(as it was with Nebu- 

chadnezz 11's dream)it is not in our power to recover them, | 
How many roving fancies preſent themſelves unto us ia a 
moment ; and how many ſudden and imperfed? Compla- 
cencies and diftaſts arc raiſed by them > Leave but thy ſelf 
unbound, unfixed ( by hearing , or reading , or buſineſs, 
&c.) for an hour, and then tell me what ſ«ppoſttions and | 
conſequences, and reſolutibns thou haſt made > And how | 
thou haſt felt thy ſelf ro frein upon the borders of Luft 
or Enmay, of Pride or Anger, of Diſcentent or Melancholy, 
0 that you would bur reflef# a little upon your fouls, and 
conſider how many wandring thoughts have broken in up- 
on your minds fince 1 began to ſpeak of this /mportant Sub- | 
jet. You might ſave me the labour of further ſpeaking 

and raiſe your ſclves to that which I endeavour : I fear 
you might find among your ſacred thoughts, a mixture 
of others very wnſnitable; your envious, your ambitions, 
your covetons, your idle thewghts. All theſe are the mat- 
ter of our furure Fudgment, and however they ſlightly paſs 
us here , they are noted in the Book of God y and when 
that Book ſhall be opened, they will be charged on our 
account, Thou telleſt my wangerings, (laith the Plalmiſt) 
Are not theſe things noted inthy Book > 1 have already ſaid 
enough to rake up the conſideration of the remainer of our 
time: Bur our hearts being roo heavy, and our cars too 
dull of hearing to be moved with generals, I muſt crave 
leave that I may be permitted to runover the heads of ſome 
particulars, 

Thou muſt give an account of a/l things commirted to 
thee, inward or Outward, Natural or Spiritual, thy ſenſes 
' land thy wnaerſtandine, thine Outward and thine Inward 
facultics, | 
If thou haſt been at a conſtant covenant with thine eyes, 
and hath never ſuffered them to rove in looſe diſorders : 


If thou halt bowed thine ears to diſcipline , and never |ct 
CY them 


! 
} 
| 


13 


Dn ——— 


I — 


A Sermon Preached "Y 


them open to vain entertainments : If thy traſt hath 
been moderated by the neceſſities of nature, and the lawes 
of temperance, and never let loole according to the luſt 
| of Riot: If thy hands have been wholly imployed in 
the works of God, andnever been inſtruments to the ma- 
chinations of the Devil : It thy ſpeech have never uttered 
any idle words, but ever adminiſtred grace to the bearers : 
If thy feer have only traced the wayes of God, and never 
food in the way of ſinners, 8 
Whar hath been the exerciſe of thine inward faculties, 
thine Apprehenſions and thine Appetite > It thy fancy bath 
ever been imployed in adminiſtring help to thine wnder- 
ſtanding, and never afforded ixcentives to thy wile affe- 
ions: If thy memory have been taken up with the things 
which God hath dene, and Chriſt hath ſ»ffered for thee, 
and hath afforded no place to Ribaldry and vanity : How 
thou haſt ordered thine Anger and Concupiſcence : What 
have been the objet?, meaſure, and end, and circumftances, 
love, hatred, deſire, averſion , delight , ſadneſs, hope , 
=O , fear, boldneſs, anger, envie, jealouſie, and com- 
aſſien, 
: How thou haſt managed thine #nderſtanding, and im- 
proved thy contemplative and attive principles, If thou 
haſt advanced in the diſcovery of cternal werities, or 
herded with the beaſts that periſh : If thou haſt cheriſh'd 
the principles of thy Syntereſis, and the diftates and re- 
fictions of thy conſcience,and never rebelled againſt them: 
How thou haſt determined the freedom of thy Will, in thy 
volition and iwtention, thine eleftion and conſent, fruition 
and wſe, when Good and Evill, Life and Death have been 
ſer before thee, 
How thou haſt behaved thy ſelf in Sprirituals , in gifts 
and graces, If thou haſt accepted that which hath been 
offered and improved, what thou haſt accepted, or bid 
itin a Napkin, In outward things, how thou haſt acquired, 
and how thou haſt manazed thine Eſtate : How thou haſt 
| behaved 
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behaved thy ſelf in thy Relations publick and private, in 
thy charge, and in thy duty, —Bur the time would fail me 
torcckon up a conſiderable part of the exerciſes and ob. 
jets of the wayes of the hearts of Men : And now all theſe 
and many more, are but the ſimple elements, and common 
heads, of our account, 

Conſider then, O Neeligent and incogitant ſoul ! if thou 
couldit reckon up the wayes of thy heart, in any cne of 
theſe kinds; if thou could(t call ro mind but every idle word 
whereof thou mult give an account, or thy motions upon 
every thing that thou haſt heard, and remember in any 
one of theſe elements, what thou haſt done or clſc omitted. 
Then tell me how wouldſt thou find thy ſelf prſſeſſed, and 
how wouldſt thou be diſpoſed ro Judgment > Wouldſt thou 
deem it needleſs or idle to call it betimes tothy remembrance? 
Wouldſt thou drive off thy thoughts of it to the time of 
ſickneſs, to the hour of death, and rudely throw thy (clf 
upon it? —. But then try, and examine all theſe rogerher, 
contemplate a little upon the mixtures and combinations of 
them 3 theſe will afford us many millions of millions of 
| wayes (farr exceeding the warieties of the corporeal na- 
ture, which proceed from the mixture of fewer ele- 
ments) ſo many as will utterly confound our thoughts 
'tonumber. Who can reckon up the wayes of the hearts 
of the children of Men > Whocan underſtand his errors > 

And now, that he that hath the World to uphold , 
the Planets and Stars to guide, the courſe of natere to 
maintain, ſhould keep a Regiſter of our impertinencies, 
and bring to Judgment all the wayes of Men x (the traces 
'of a Ship in the Sea, of a Serpent upon a Rock ) Who 
| hath belreved our report > we arc apr to think it canno 
be. Sarely he ſees not theſe things : Twſh he carcs not for 
them. This is indeed the /aſt reſort of the treacherous 
hearts of men , the grand impoſiure which reſolves into a 
ſpecies of Atheiſm and Infidelity, O bur then , it 1 (hall 
ſe the language of the Scriptures, I muſt call thee _- 
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and beaſt to doubt of that which is plain and evident,to diſ. 
believe that which may be known, This A-ticle concerning 
the Fudgment to come, is not a problem of Philoſophy to be 
d ſputed this way and that way with equal probability ; nci- 
ther is it only an Article of faith, but it is a principle of na- 
tural Theology, the Scriptwe ſpeaks of it under terms of 
ercatcr evidence. St, Paul reaſoned with Felix, he diſputed 
with the Philoſophersconcerning it, he ſpeaks of the terroy 
of Juigment under terms of certainty, and of a kind of De- 
monſtrative evidence. Knowing the terror of the Law, &c, 
and here inthe Text, iti nor ſaid, Think, or believe ; But 
know that for all theſe things God will bring thee to Fudgment, 

He is a foo! that hath ſaid in his heart there is 9 God,and 
he that thinks he hath no anderſtanding may well be compa- 
redto the beaſts that periſh : and ſo ſure as there 1s a God, 
and that man hath an underſtanding ſoul, ſo ſurely it may te 
known, That for all theſe things, &c, For if there be a God, 
he muſt be infinitely juſt ; and if ſo,he mult render toevery 
one according to their attions ;, and if not here, then bereaf- 
ter ; and if ſo, he muſt bring them to Fudgment, But he doth 
it not here : The wayes of Providence ſeem to be promiſcu- 
ous, there is a wicked man to whom it happens according to 
the way ofthe righteous, and a righteous man to whom it 
happenMccording to the way ofthe wicked, Dives reccives 
pleaſure, Lazarws pain z therefore (o ſure as there is a God, 
there will be a Jndement. 

Again, Itman have an underſtanding ſoul, he muſt have 
freedom in his aQtions, and if ſo, he deſerves cither good or 
cvil z andif there be deſerts, there muſt be rewards ; and 
it there be rewards, there muſt be a Fudgment, Sothen, (0 
ſurc as thou art an underſtanding creature, ſo ſure there is a 
Judgment to come, 

Once morc, Reward is anſwerableto deſert ; and deſert is 
only in what is fr-e, and what is free in man is the ways of 
his hearr:wheretore they are to be brought to Fadgment,and 


If avy,then all: tor no reaſon can be fancied, why ſome ſhould 


be 
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be broughe to Judgment, and others not, Wherefore, if ir 
be ſure that God # in Heaven, and that Man bath an under- 
ſtanding ſoul, then it is alſo ſure that for all theſe things God 


will bring thee to Fudgmenr, that God ſhall bring to jude- 
ment every ſecret thing. | 
And now how ſare and evident are theſe things > mere | 
ſure and more plain, it we will attend, than any other truths | 
in the world, for there 1s not any known truth which doth | 
not evict the truthof theſe things. We know 4 truth, be- | 
cauſe we plainly and evidently underſtand che compoſition | 
or diviſion of the notions in a Propoſition, or the Deduttion 
of a Propoſition from ſome others z therefore if we know any 
truth, we preſoppeſe that we have ſouls which underſtand 
the notions of things, and if ſouls which underiiand theſe 
notions, then to be ſure they are not bedies, (no combinati- 
on of fire and air, and earth, and water, no diſpoſition of in- 
ſenſible atomes can cauſe the ſubjeR to apprehend and, udze, 
tO reaſon and diſcourſe )and ifthey be no bodies,then they are 
not ſubje& to corruption: /t & evidenttheretore, that our 
ſouls are underſtanding and allo immortal , deſerving and 
capable of furure Fudgment. | 


And as evident it is alſo that there is a ſoveraign Power , 
2 God that governs and will judge the Earth, | 
This is not a &hetorical undertaking,bur a juſt and mraſu- 
red truth 3 there is not any thing in the world from whence 
theſe two may not be plainly and evidently evicted, v4, a 
Godhead from the Creature,and thine own /mmortality from 
the diſcovery of a Godhead, The world which thou ſeeſt, 144 
ita beginning,or had it not? if ir had a beginning, he is thy 
God that made it ; if it had wo beginning, then there arc 
paſt as many myriads of years as »inutes of time , which 
is infinitely more abſurd ro grant, rhan to (ay,thou halt as | 
many hands as fingers, as many wholes as parts. 

If then at any time we find our (elves to doubt of theſe 
things, it is 0s becauſe we are the beaux eſprits, or forts 


[prits 3 our doubting proceeds from dulneſs, and the want | 
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of that frong reeſon to which we do pretend, the things are 
certain in themſelves and evident, ©* He « not farr from any 
©« one of us inwhom we live, and move,and have our being ; 
and the Lizht of Nature diſcovered our Immortalicy nor 
only to Philoſophers, but even to the Heathen Poets, to him 
that ſung to us, that, We are alſe his off- ſpring. 

©o that now thy pretences are all taken off, and every 
impoſtire of the heart diſcovered, 

Return then once again into thy boſome, and take account 
of thy apprehenſfions ; The day of the Lord is coming and 
| ſtealing upon thee asa theif in the night, the day of Fudz- 
| ment , the great and terrible day. A day of dirkneſs and 
|of loomincfs, a day of a whirlwind and a rempeſt, a day 
of angu!ſh and tribulation : Where wile thou hide thy (elf? 
' O that's i#ppoſſible, Whether ſhall we goe then from his 
'preſence > thall we call ro the Mountains to fall upon us ? 
| How wilt thou appear ? O that's intollerables for our God 
is a co ſaming fire, What wilt thou do when the day of 
| Fudement comes, and this may be the hour , this mixate 
thou maylt be ſmitten and hurried hence to Fudement ? 
' Thouſands have fallen beſides us, and Ten Thouſands at 
our right hand, and why may not we be nexr, 

Thc time of our particular Judgment cannot be farr a- 
way, and why may we not reaſonably apprehend the ap- 
proach of the General Judgment, either of this World, or 
at leaſtwiſe of this ſinful Nation ? 
| Our Lord Chriſt indeed tel{s us, that of the day and hour 
of the final Judgment, Kneweth no man, Yet he hath given 
us the ſigns of his coming : The Apoſtles have left us Cha- 
taters ofthe laſt days, the Prophets have declared the man- 
ner and apparatus of the coming of the Lord to Judgment. 

W'ercad that when the D:ſciples admiredrhe ſtones and 
the buildin z of Herod's Temple ar Fernſalem ;, Chriſt told 
1:hcm , That the day was romrng when there ſhould not be 
Icſt one ſtone upon anether'* upon this the Diſciples ask 
| lim ( privately) three Queſtions, 1, When ſhall theſe 


thing4 
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things be? 2, What ſhall be the ſign of thy ſecond 
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coming > And 3. of the end of the World > 

As be the preciſe moment of theſe things, he denies to tell 
ir them 3 (Nay,he profeſles, that as he was the Son of Man 
hedid not know it,) Bur for the other two he cendeſcends to 
their carioſity, he tells chem the /igns of his coming, and of 


the exd of the World,and that they (hall be ſuch as theſe ; 

Tou ſhall hear, ſaith he, (Matth. 24.) of Warrs and ru- 
monrs of Warrs, Nation riſing againſt Nation, and Kirgdom 
againſt Kingdom.There ſhall be Traytors and falſe Pre phers, 
Saying, Lo! here & Chriſt, Fehold ! (a new Meſſias) in the 
Wilderneſs : Lo | there # Chriſt, Behold ! heis (at 4 Conven- 
ticle) in the ſecret Chambers : He tells us,that iniquity ſhall 
abound,and the /ove of many ſhall wax cold, rhathe ſhall 
hardly find faith onthe earth as it was in the days of Noe, 
they are, they drank, till the floud came and (wept them all 
away; ſo ſhall the coming of the Son of Man be, 

Hecells us ( Luke 21. )there ſhall be Famines and Earth- 
quakes, Peſtilence, and fearful hghtr, great figns from 
Heaven z in the Earth diſtreſs of Nations, great perplexi- 
tie*, the Sea and Wavesroatrinz ; Mens hearts fail ng them 


for fear, looking after thoſe things that are coming upon the 
Earth, | 

Concerning the aft days , Sr. Pawl tells us , that there 
ſhall be perilow times 3 rhat on one hand there thall be} 
a ſort of men , thar ſhall be /overs of themſclves, Cove- | 
tow, Proud, Boaſters, Ranters, and Blaſphemers, | 

On the other hand there ſhall be a Race of heady, high, 
minded Traytors, having a form of godlineſs, creeping in-| 
to houſes, na captive lilly women, They ſhall deſprſe 


Dominion, and ſpeak evil of Dignities, They (hall be Se- 
paratiſts from the Church , and falſe pretenders to the 
Spirit, © Theſe ſaith St, Jude, are they that ſeparate them- 
« ſelves, ſenſual, having not the Spirit. 

Se, Peter tells us, that in the /aft rimes there ſhould be a 


looſe, prophane, a bold Atheiftical Gigantick race of ſeeffers, 
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© {walking after their own luſts, ſaying, Where is this God of 
Judgment ? let him make ſpeed and haſten his work , 
that we may ſee it. Where u« the promiſe of his coming ?! 
ſince the fathers fell aſleep all things continue 4s they were 
be ore, 
| Fes for the manner and Apparatus of his coming, Our 
| Ged ſhall come (ſaith the Pſalmiit) and ſhall not keep ſilence, 
there ſhall go before him a devouring fire, and 4 mighty 
Tenperſt ſhall be flirred up round about bim, 
| Behold! the Lord will come with fire (ſaith the Pro- 
phet) and with his Chariots like a Whirlwind, to ren- 
' der bis anger with fury, and his rebukes with flames of fire. 
| The ſtreams of Zion ſhall be turned into Pitch, and the 
duſt thereof into Brimſtone 3 the Earth thercot ſhall be 
burning Pi'ch, the ſmoke thereof ſhall aſcend day and night, 
,and ſhall zo: be quenched, {| compare Revel, 6, with 
 Eſai, 34.] 
| The Kings of the Earth ſhall tremble, the Captains 
,and the mighty ſhall be horribly afraid, the great men 
and the rich men ſhall hide themſelves, all the bond-men 
and all the ſreemen ſhall fly to the Rocks of the Mountains, 
| And ſoon after all this, The Heavens ſhall be rivel d as a 
ſcrowl., the Earth and the Elements ſhall melt away ; for 
Goa ſhall ariſcto judge terribly the Earth, 

Have nor all theſe things come upon ws, the men of this 
Generation ? Is it weakneſs, is it a vain and ſaperſti1ious 
[crupuleſity to call thele things to our remembrance ? 
Have we no reaſon atall to apprehend the approach of a 
Gencral Judgment, cither upon the World, or upoy our 
' finful Nation ? 

Do we not now envy thoſe deſpiſed ſouls which 
bave made thcir accounrs ready f We thought it mad- 
neſs ro ice them pine away with peniteniial cxcrciles , 
and macerate thcmſelves with mourning, We thought it 
folly which they called Conſcience, for which they aenyed 


tL.cmſc}\cs tle p'caſures and exjozments of the World. 
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We fools counted their /ife madneſs, and their latter end | 
jfo be without horror, But the time is coming when they | 
ſhall be comforted, and we ſhall be tormented, Pecaule 
he hath called and we have refuſed, he hath fretched our 
his band, and we have not regarded, He will lavgh at our 
calamity, and mock when our fear comerb, When _ 
deftract:on cometh as a Whirlwind, when diſtreſs and an- 
guiſh comes «pon us. 

May we not therefore give up our (elvesto the torments 
of our hearts, and ſurrender up our ſouls unto Deſpair ? fo 
Iſrael (aid there is ns bope, we will follow every one the 
devices of his heart : after 20,30 or 40 years continuance in 
our courſes, 'tisin vain to think of turning from them, Our 
arrears are {o farr gone, that there is no hope to diſcharge 
them s and why (hould we trouble our fclves with f of 
thoughts of our Account? Nay, that which uſt come, 
let it come, and what is a few days reſpite to Eternity * 
Let us eat and drink, for to morrow we ſhall aye, Let us 
p forth as at other times, and ſhake our (clves and ſcat- 
ter theſe rtroubleſom «pprebenſiens of furure Judgment. 
_ if we ſhould arizk a linle to drive away Melan- 
choly ? | 

Tes ! and fall perhaps , and ſpew , and riſe no more. 

Nay, but I beſeech you, ſtay a little, and conſider, con- 
lider at leaſt in thi your day the things which belong to 
your peace: It is a fearfal thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God , Who among us can dwell with a de- 
vouring fire ? Who among us can dwell with everlaſting 
burnings ? 

Such careleſs and deſperate reſolutions are the advan- 
tages whichthe Dqvil aims at, that he may ſear our Con- 
ſciences, and ſeal us up in a final ob4uratieon, Bur there is | 
another kind of advantage, which God and our Lord Chriſt 
and the Holy Spirir, and the Goſpel, and the Miniſters aim 
at, Thas advantage which 1 teld you of in the beginning 
of my Diſcourſe. That knowing the terror of the Lord the) 
' may perſwade men. D 3 And | 
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| And now whar is it that they would perſwade us? thar 
[we will be contented to part with the rormenting fears of 
'Fadement, that we will condeſcend not to be miſerable to 
all Eternity : That we will accept of deliverance from the 
wrath to come, that we will not neglet? ſo great ſalvation, 
'nor trample on the bloud of the everlaſting Covenant, 
Behold ! God calls upon us, Twry you, tarn you at my re- 
proof , why will you dye © Houſe of Iſrael : As I live ſaith 
the Lord, 1 deſire not the death of ſinners, Our Lord Chriſt 
calls upon us, © Come nanto me all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will eaſe you, Inthe laſt day of the Feaft 
of T abernacles , he ſtood and cryed, Saying, If any man 
chief let him come unto me and drink, The Spirit ſays come, 
and who ever will, let him come, and take of the water of 
life freely. The Goſpel affares us , That God ſo loved the 
world, that he gave hu only begotten Son. that whoſoever 


believeth on him ſhould not periſh but beve everlaſting 
life. 


Bchold ! 7 ſet before you this day ” and dearth, bleſ- 
y 


ſing and curſing, and as an unworthy Ambaſſadour in 
Chriſti ſtead | pray you be reconciled tro God, tate his yohe 
upon you, his yoke is eaſie, and his burden light ; embrace 
now the tender of the Goſpel , only repent and believe 
in the Lord Jeſus, accept him for your Sevicsr and your 
Lord. Your Frephes toinſtrudt you, your King to govern 
'you , your Prieſt to ſave you, and you ſhall be ſaved. 
Saved from the fears and horrors of a Guilty Conſcience 
' condemned by its oww witncls, Saved from the wrath of 
' God and of the Lamb, You ſhall meer the Lord with Con- 
\ fidence, We ſhall be able to land with boldneſs in the 


| Fudgment , to lift up our heads with joy, becauſe our re- 
| demption draweth ncar. 


This is the way to ſave our own ſoals from periſhine, 
which 1s the General deſign of all our Preaching, And 
this is the way to appeaſe the wrath which is gone out 


again 
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againſt us 3 and to preſerve our Natien from deſirutt1on, 
which is the particalay and more immediate end of our 
preſent Humiliation, whercof I am yet to ſpeak, 


He hand indeed of the Lord hath been beavy upon us, 
Taz wrath hath been {indled, it hath waxed hot againſt 
the Sheep of his paſture,and he hath plagued our Nation very 
fore, His Judgments have been maltiplyed, his flrokes have 
been redewbled ;, and for all this his anger is not turned 
away, but his hand is Fretebed out ftill. 

Warrs and Peſtilences , and thoſe other fore-ranners of 
Chriſt's coming to Fudewment have been ſeen and felt a- 
ag us,and now when theſe have not been able to pre- 
vail, 

To awaken a drowſie people , to rewſe up a Letha-gie 
Nation, to ferment a peaple ſerled upon their Lees, God 
has made «new thing in the widff of us, he hath wrought 


a work in owr days, which makes the ears of all that hear 


it to ringle, A work not to be parallel'd perhaps in all 
the circumſtances (ince the Creation of the World. 

* How hath the Lord covered the Daughter of our Z#on 
« with a cloud in his awger,and hath caſt dews from Heaven 
*to Earththe bean of Iſs ael, ani remembred not his foor- 
« fool in the Day of his Anger; he hath ſwallowed up 
* the habitations of his people , 'he hath taken away his 
* Tabernacles, and deſtroyed his places of Aſſemblies, the 
©* Ramparts and the Walls lament and langmſh , her Gates 
* are ſunk to the ground, her Barrs are deſtroyed, 

Who can expreſs the rerror of this fatal Judgment, the 
unexpeRed erwprion , the ſudden increaſe, the irreſiſtible 
force, the remortleſs rage. the inſatiable weracity of this 
ficry Judgment > the preſent ſ»fferings, the laſting miſe- 
res of private perſons are wnexpreſſible; the publique 
damage, the daygerow conſequences (it may be) #ncon- 
cetvable, 
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Whart thing ſhall I likea to thee O Daughter of m 
Pcople > Whereunto ſhall I compare the day of thy Viſt- 
ration > To the deſtruttion of Feruſalem ? to the great and 
terrible day of Judgment ? 

O the zerrors and affrightments, the ſbreikes and lamen- 
rations, the agonics;the confuſions of that Day, They that 
were on the houſe top, durlt wot ſtay to rake any thing out 
of their houſes 3 nor he that was in the field return back 
to take his Cloathes z they that were in the City betook 
themſelves to the Fields and Mountains, where they be- 
held their f{awing habitarions, where they zrembled to 
. | behold the abomination of deſolation raging in the hol 
places, 

How were the wiſe men amazcd , and the [irong men 
tcrrified > deſpair ſeiſed them , counſel and ſtrength fled 
away from them, there was no helpin them, they pre- 
ſcntly gave all for loſt ; they ſtood affrighted ar a diſtance 
gazing at the dreadful ſpefacle : in vain they thought it 
to contend, it looked (o like the coming of the Sow of 
Man, 

The breath of the Lord kindled the fire, he rod: 
upon Cherub, he came flying upon the wings of the 
wind, He made the winds his Meſſengers, and the flames 
of fire his Miniſters: He brought the Winds our of his 
Treaſure , and (to point the flame direly upon the bulk 
and body of the City ) through his power he brought in 
the Souch-Eaſt wind: asa therf in the night, as parns up: 
on a woman in travel, as the lightning chat cometh from 
the Eaſt and paſleth to the Welt ; ſo came this fl ming 
Judgment z and ſo ſhall the coming of che Son of Man be, 
| cannot endure to dilate upon this Argumens ; Sor- 
row and anguiſh arc in the conſideration of it : Ani- 
mus meminiſſe horret lutuq; refuzit. Great is the Fudg- 
went, and there is reaſon tor us to fear that it may be por- 
tending and ſymiomatical. 


Yet] 
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Er who can tell , but Ged may have mercy upon us, 
bur he may yet ſave us from deſtruQion ? though our 
breach be great as the Sea, yer is not in ic ſelf irreparable 
chough our wown«s be deep and gaping 5 they are not de- 
ſperate or ancarable z hitherto we may lay with the Apo- 
tle Weare chaftned, but not killed ; afftifted, but not in de- | 


air. 

_ The figs and ſymptoms of an approaching fine! Tudg- 
ment are not ſo decretory and peremptery that we ſhould 
deſpair. God's ſigns! Judgments have hitherto been accom- 
panyed with f6gws of mercics, and ths is 4 plain caſe, 
that he is noe fond of our deſtruRions , and that he had 
rather that we ſhould live : He doth not affli& willingly, 
nor grieve the children of men, He ſtands pauſing and hoe- 
fitating, as he did once before, O Ephraim , hiw ſhall I 
give thee ap, O Ephraim? O England, How ſhall I give 
thee up, O England ? 

What mean elſe thoſe Alternations and thoſe mixtures, 
and combinations of wonderful F«udgments, and of won- 
derful deliver encies and mercies which our ears have heard 
and our eyes have ſeen ? | 

We have heerd with our cars, andour Fathers havetold | 
w what wonderful deliverances he wrought in their time | 

old. 

We have ſeen wiciffitudes great and prodigiow, mix- 
tures and combinations, mearvellow in'our cycs, horrible | 
deftruttions and wonderful reftitutions, (ucceeding one ano- ' 
ther, raging Plagues at home, and ſignal Vittories abroad. 

God hath filled ns with bi1terneſs, and covered us with 
aſhes : Burr is his wercy that we are not conſumed, becauſe 
his compaſſions fail not. Ifthe arm of his F»ftice and Se- 
verity 'hadh been made bare, that it might be ſeen of all the 
ple , He hath mor left his mercy without witneſs, It his 
Judgment hath been great and terrible , in chat which is 
conſumed, his mercy 1s wonderfal and miraculous in _ 
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whichis preſerved, Plainly ! except the Lord had leftus a} 
Remaant, (and viſibly interpoſed to doir,) we ſhould not 
| 116 bad this place wherein to humble our ſelves before 
him, We ſhould have becn as Sodom, and we (hould have 
ten like unto Gomorrah, 

It was he that in the midſt of Judgment remembred mer- 
cy ; when tic flaming vengeance was in its height , when 
| in the 6pinion of all men it had arrived at the ſtate of irre- 

ſiftibality, and when cvcry mans heart failed himy when the 
' hopes of all men were ſunk into deſpair z He checked rhe 
' domineering vengeance , he pur wp the flaming Sword, he 
controuPd the ftreaming waves of fire , and faid thus farr 
' ſhall ye come and no further. 
| In a wonderful manner he preſerved the Goods and Per- 
ſons of the poor Inhabicants of the City. | 
He reſtreined the rage of our enemies, that cryed con- 
cerning our Feruſalem,Down with it, Down with it, Aha ! 
ſv would we have it, 
' He ſufferednota foreign Encmy to land , nor our do- 
meltick foes to make a head in our confulions, 

He was a wall of fire about the perſons of our Gract- 

ow Soveraign and hisReoyal Highneſs, and of thoſe valiant 
' Neble Perſons which adventured, boldly and ſtrennouſhy, 
and indefarigably laboured the publique preſervation, 

| He liathgiven ſienal Preſervations and Vittories to our 
Fleets abroad, he hath reſtored our High-born and Noble Ge- 
| nerals, and our Fleet in health and ſafety. 

He hathgiven us plenty of all things neceſſary for the 
life of man. 

In one great word, to ſum up an aggregation of great 
and various mercies, he hath upheldour Religion and our 
Government in peace z and for an earneſt of his further pre- 
ſervation he hath given us this ſeaſonable opportunity with 
bealth and ſafety in this place to atrend the Publique Ser- 
vice, to adviſe and aſſiſt in this arduows Junure ot affairs. 

Arduous and ditfcult indeed it is, to reſtore owr jo, 

an 
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and defend our Conntry, to reſtore the Houſes of God, and 
Publique Buildings, to re-edifie ten Thouſand private ha- 
bitations 3 to ſuſtein the poor and needy, to preſerve the 
rights, and properties of men z to find ſucha temper of Ju- 
ft:ce and equety, that there be no decay,no jult complainirg 
in our Streets, To uphold the Traffick of the Nation, and 
to keep it in order ani! ſecurity,free from private Robberies | 
and publick Inſurrettions; and therefore in order to ali 
thoſe ends, to uphold our Religion in the zealows and f-| 
fetual exerciſe , in the ftucerity and uniformity ther of, 
to preſerve it from excroachments and undermining Tol- 
lirations, ruinow tO Religion , deſiruttive to the Gower iis 
ment of the Nation: And all this while to make prox on 
againſt our dangerew and cruel Enemies , Gebal and Am- 
mon, and Amalech, the French, Dutch, and the Dane, who 
have conſpired to our deſtruction, 

Theſe thiogs are 4rd, but not inſuperable ; difficult. 
but not to be deſpaired of. . 

mane) - Feruſalew burned and laid wt by the A(ſy- 
rians, Daniel forctold, thatthe ffreers and the walls theroof 


ſhould be rebauilded even in !rowbleow times ;, and when the 
time came.thatthey were re-edified, we read in Nehemiah, | 
that the /abowrers in one hand held the rrowel, and the other 
held a weapon zone half of the people laboured in the work, | 
and the other hal! held the Spears & the Shields,the Bows and ! 
the Habergeons,becauſe of their cruel enemies on every lide. | 

If God ſhall be pleaſed to give us a ſpiris of Mnder-! 
ſanding , and teach our Senators Wiſbe It he (hull 
pour out a pwbli:k ſpirit upon our Councels, a ſpirit of 
tenderneſs and compaſſion, of Juſtice and Equity , Tempe- 
rance and Fragality, Fortitude and Magnanimity If all 
Orders and Degrees among(t us, Civil, and Military, and 
Eccleſiaſtical (hall rake to themſelves the ſpirits of Chriſts- 
ans and of men, 

If our Counſcls and endeavours ſhall be anſwerable 


to the care and benignity, to the ferwvour and ſtrenuow 
E 
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| give ſentence. Men, Brethren, and Fathers, let us ariſe 
and /abowy ; let us up and be doing , be ſtrong and of 
' good courage, and the good hand of our God ſhall be]. 
upon you ; he ſhall grve you the honony to be the defenders 


[1 


brance of this one thing 3 Except the Lord build the City, 
their labour & but loſt that build it. Tris not our wiſdom 


© ſhall know, that fay in the pride and fontneſs of their 
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induſtry of our gracious Severaign , and to the alac#ity 
and magnanimity of our couragious and generous Country. 
men; then (ſpeaking humancly, and abſtraQing from 
our Neſervings) we need not greatly fear, but we may 
yer ſubdue the pride and inſolence of our barbarows Enc. 
micsz we may yet behold our C ry riſing out of its aſbes 
in greater ſplendour than we have ſcen it heretofore, 
Wherefore ariſe, and gird your ſelves O ye Princes, 
ye Nobles, ye Rulers of our Iſrael ! Conſult, confider, and 


of your Country , he ſhall make you yrepatrers of the 
breaches, reſtorers of our City ro dwell in, 
Yet I cannot, 1 may not forbea? to put you in remem- 


or induſtry, much leſs our confidence that 'Will do it, 
unleſs God be for usz neither wilt God be for us, unleſs 
we rn from the evil of our ways -' except” we repent, 
we have reaſon to fear, that what we have feen hitherto, 
will be no more but the beginning of our ſorrows, The 
Propher Eſay teils ns, | Thar the Lord fent a word unto 
«© Facob, and it lighted on 2ſrael5 and all the pcople 


*« hearts , the Bricks arc fallen , but we will build with 
« hewn Stenes ; the Sycamores are down , but we will 
* change them into Cegdars. Therefore the Lord will 
*© [et up their Adverſaries, and joyn their Enemies toge- 
© ther, the Syrians before , and the Philiſtines behind , 
* and they ſhall devour 1ſrael with, open mouth ; Be- 
© cauſe this people turneth not to him that ſmitcth them. 
Wherefore turn you, turn you every one from the -vil 
of his ways. Let us ſearch our hearrs, and ry otir ways, 
and turn to him that hath fevicrew us. Try unto him 


with 


— 
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with af our hearts, with fsſting and with weeping, and 
_— he hath ſmitten us, and he will — be- | 
cauſe his compaſſions fail not, Come aud let us reaſon 
together, ſaith God, though your ſins were as ſcarlet, they 
(hall be white as ſnow, 

There is yet 4 way open to take away the 1error of 
our Particalar Fudgment, and to prevent a final Judg- | 
ment from falling upon the Nation. We are yet in the 
Land of bope, and [pace is given for Repentance, the door 
of mercy is not yet ſb#t upon us, nor the ears of our Judge 
ſealed againſt us. | 

O that men would therefore praiſe the Lord for his 
Gudne(s, and declare the wonders that he hath done for | 
the children of men ! that hath os dealt with us «fter our 
ſins, nor rewarded us according to our 1niquities ; that | 
hath not c#s us off in the widſt of our ſins , nor in the | 
height of our I1mpenitencies ſnatched us away to Fudgment, 


that hath not dealt 'with us as with the Apoſtare Angels, 
and with Thouſands of our Brethren, who were better and 
more riehteoms than we. 

Let us once more then retws into our ſelves. Let us 
conſider our condition , let us veiw over and balance the 
grounds of our hopes, and the reaſons of our fears - Let 
us take an exact accopns of our whole eſtate and intereſt in 
reference to all our concernments, National and Perſonal, 
Temporal and Eternal, Let us deliberate and adviſe what is 


to be done, and what to be avoided. 

Did I ſay deliberate ? VWhether we ſhall ſave our ſouls | 
from utter darkneſs and everlaſting burnings > Whether | 
we ſhall ſave the Nation from final ruine and deſola- 
tion 2 -— Nay rather, | 
Let us break off our (ins by repentance, and our 1ni- 
qwties by ſhewing wercy to the poor, 

Let us make our (clves friends of the Mammon of 
wrighteonſneſs, that when we fail, we may be received 
mo everlaſting habitarions, 
| 
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| Lexus lend unto the Lord, that we may have irgaſwre| - 
in Heaven, where neither moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, no 
theives break through and ſteal. 

Let us faſt the faſt thatthe Lord hath choſen ; Looſe the 
'bands of wickedneſs, feed the hungry , cloath the naked, 
he that hath two Coats , Ict him give to him that hath 
none 3 and he that hath meat let him do likewiſe, 

Such an occaſion ſcarce happens in many hundreds of 
years; and for motives tocharity, they arc all compriſed 
in that great argument of the Judgment to come, 

When the So of Man ſhall come to Judgment,and ſhall 
fit upon the Throne of his Glory : When al Nations ſhall 
be gathered before him, and he ſhall ſer the Sheep on his 
right hand , and the Goats on his left : This ſhall be the 
mark of their diſcrimination, 

He ſhall [ay to thoſe on his right hand , I was hungry, 
and ye fed me; thirſty, and ye gave me drink ; naked ,and 
ye cloathed me; ſick and in priſo»,and yc viſized me ; Come 
ye bleſſed of my Father, receive the Kingdom prepared for 


#, | 
And he ſhall fay unto them on the left band, I was 
hungry, and ye fed mc not; thirſty, and ye gave me n 
drink, &c, Whercfore go ye curſed imo everlaſting firt, 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels. 

The way is ſhort and compendi” to ſave all our inte- 
'rcſts, What doth the Lord require of us but to do juſtly, 
to love mercy, to walk hambly before the Lord our God; 
| Let us be merciful therefore as our heavenly Father is 
| merciful, and let us humble our m under the Almighty 

hand of God, as we pretend to do this day, Let us betake 
our ſelves afore-hand to our Fudge , and pour out our 
complaints before him. Let us confeſs our wickedneſs, and 
be ſorry for our ſins. Let us lay bold on the fees of our 
Bleſſed Redeemer, and give him no reſt till he hath ſealed 
our pardon, Let us bathe with our tears the wounds that] 
we have made, Let us cry mizhiily to the Throne of Grate. 
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Let us wreſtle and ftirive with our Redeemer, and not let 
him go until he bleſs us : Until he open our eyes to ſee 
the dangers we are in, and through his mercy ſhew us a 
way to eſcape them, Till he quicken us up to reſolutions of 
amendment, and carry us ftrongly through theſe Rs, 
Until he heal our back -ſlidigs, and make up our breaches : 
Until he ſave our ſouls from death, and our Nation from 
deftruction, 

To work our (clves to theſe Reſolutions , and to fix us 
in them, to make them abide upon us all our days, let us 
remember what hath been ſpokew, and let us frequently 
meditate upon that Sarceſtical Conceſſion of the Text, 


«© Rejoyce O young man in thy youth , and ler thy 
* heart chear thee in the days of thy youth , walk in the 
« ways of thy heart,and the fight ofthy eyes ; But know that 
fir all theſe things God will bring thee to Fudement, 


